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Slice of

Virginia

Some of the best places to play in Amherst County 
are our many parks, where you can fish, picnic, 
or let the kids frolic on a playground. With three 
lakes and access to the James River, visitors enjoy 
kayaking, canoeing, floating, and fishing. 
The beautiful Blue Ridge Parkway at the northwestern edge 
of the county also offers many sites for biking, hiking, and 
picnicking. 

The county’s parks include:

Mill Creek Lake – a sprawling, 190-acre watershed lake with 
boat ramp (no gas engine), grills, picnic tables, restrooms, 
playground.

Stonehouse Lake Park – a 41-acre lake with boat ramp (no gas 
engine), picnic pavilion, grills, playground, restrooms.

Thrashers Lake Park – a 36-acre lake with picnic tables, grills, 
restrooms, playground.

Monacan Park – offers a dock and boat ramp into the James 
River, pavilion, playground, restrooms.

Coolwell Park – offers picnic and play area, restrooms, all-
purpose fields, basketball courts, picnic pavilion, nature trail, 
outdoor amphitheater.

Riveredge Park – located on the James River, this park offers 
biking trails, boat and fishing access. Trailhead facilities 
available for rental.

(Park locations shown on the map in this brochure. State 
fishing license required. Swimming permitted at Mill Creek 
Lake only. For more info, call (434) 946-9371.)

Parks, Lakes & TrailsParks, Lakes & Trails

Rebec Vineyards 
The working vineyard welcomes you with an on-premises shop offering 
tastings, gifts, and a full selection of the vineyard’s wines.
2229 N. Amherst Highway, Amherst 
(434) 946-5168, www.rebecwinery.com

Morris Orchard
Come in the spring to enjoy the splendor of the orchard in bloom. 
Come in the summer for peaches and blueberries. And come in the 
fall for the pleasure of picking your own apples, straight from the tree. 
You’ll also enjoy visiting the gift shop and petting zoo!
226 Tobacco Row Lane, Monroe 
(434) 929-2401 (Closed January – March)

Lazy Days Winery
Home of the Summer Solstice Festival and Sangria Saturday, the 
picturesque views provide a romantic backdrop for special events and 
occasions. The wine tasting room is open Wednesday – Saturday from 
11:00 – 5:00 or by appointment. 
1351 Amherst Highway, Amherst  
(434) 381-6088, www.lazydayswinery.com

Rockhill Orchard
Open every day from September – November. Fresh picked apples, 
old fashioned candy apples, apple butter, jams and jellies, ham, fresh 
cider and more!
3151 Elon Road, Monroe 
(434) 384-4039

Ankida Ridge Vineyards
Open for tastings every Saturday from noon – 5:00pm. Available for 
small weddings and private events.
1304 Franklin Creek Road, Amherst  
(434) 922-7678, www.ankidaridge.com

Loose Shoe Brewing Company
Large taproom features six revolving taps that offer a variety of craft 
beers to suit every palate. Tours available. Call ahead. 
198 Ambriar Plaza, Amherst 
(434) 946-BEER,  
www.looseshoebrewing.com

Camp Trapezium 
Camp Trapezium specializes in mixed 
fermentation beers, with a special focus 
on Virginia-grown ingredients, including 
some grown right on location. Featuring 
76 acres of pristine farmland and a newly 
renovated farmhouse for Airbnb rentals.  
140 Union Hill Road, Amherst 
434-381-2635,  
www.trapeziumbrewing.com

Wineries, Orchards     Wineries, Orchards     
  & Breweries  & Breweries

Virginia is well-known for apples and fine wines, 
and Amherst County gives you the chance to have 
a taste of both.

James River Adventures –  
•	 Riveredge Park – 150 Rocky Hill Rd,  
	 Madison Heights 24572 
•	 (434) 847-1090

Canoeing & KayakingCanoeing & Kayaking

You’ll need more than a day to golf Amherst County 
with three courses to sharpen your skills. Our newest 
fairways are the fabulous Sam Snead Signature Course 
at Poplar Grove – recognized by Golf Digest as one of 
America’s best new courses.

Poplar Grove 
127 Tavern Lane, Amherst  
(434) 946-9933  
www. poplargrovegolf.com

Winton Country Club 
599 Patrick Henry Hwy., Amherst  
(434) 946-7336  
www.wintoncountryclub.com

Shadow Ridge 
361 Pierce’s Mill Road, Amherst 
(434) 946-2008

GolfingGolfing

POPLAR GROVE

Parks, lakes, trails and more —  
an exciting array of activities  

awaits you in Amherst County!

Amherst County Visitor Center
328 Richmond Hwy, Suite A

Amherst VA  24521
(434) 946-0990 | VisitAmherstCounty.org

While you’re in Amherst. . .While you’re in Amherst. . .
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Who says vacations have to be relaxing? If you 
prefer pastimes with a little more adrenaline, 
Amherst County is an ideal destination. Come 
outside and enjoy high-energy activities like these:

Whether you like to experience trails on two feet or two 
wheels, Amherst County has  hundreds of miles of pathways 
for you to explore. Enjoy anything from a leisurely scenic stroll 
to a grueling mountain bike ride.

Appalachian Trail – Watch closely for roadside signs marking 
trailheads off Route 60 in the Northwest corner of the county. 
Some nearby paved parking is available.

George Washington National Forest - This vast preserve is home to 
some of our most formidable hiking and mountain bike paths.

The Blue Ridge Parkway – Numerous scenic overlooks, well-marked 
trails, and convenient parking areas await you along the 
parkway.

Virginia Blue Ridge Railway Trail – Trail follows the banks of the 
Piney and Tye Rivers along the path of the longest running, 
commercially successful short-line railway in America.

James River Heritage Trail – The blacktop hiking and biking trail is 
accessible from the Blackwater Creek Trail at the Lynchburg 
riverfront. Take the footbridge across the James River for 
another 1.5 mile path.

Rutledge Creek Bike Trail – Trails for enjoying nature by walking, 
hiking and biking. Sponsored by the Amherst Mountain Biking 
Club.

Sweet Briar College Trails – Situated on Sweet Briar College’s 
3,250 acres are 20 miles of winding trails designated for the 
enjoyment of hikers and cyclists.

Mount Pleasant Scenic Area – A highlight here is the 4.8 mile Henry 
Lanum Memorial Trails, a scenic loop reaching elevations of 
more than 4,000 feet.

James River Foot Bridge/Appalachian Trail – This abandoned railroad 
bridge/turned impressive pedestrian causeway spans the 
James River, serving hikers, bird and wildlife watchers, and 
also includes a boat slip for kayaks and canoes.

Hiking & BikingHiking & Biking
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Here’s where to find lakes and 
trails, fairways and festivals, 
shops and restaurants all set 

against the beautiful backdrop 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains.

Cultural Attractions

Amherst County Museum and 
Historical Society
Monacan Indian Museum
Second Stage | Amherst
Art Galleries at Sweet Briar College

VISITOR CENTER
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Golfing

Poplar Grove
Winton Country Club
Shadow Ridge
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Hang Gliding

Buffalo Ridge Airsports

Camping

Blue Ridge KOA
Otter Creek Campground
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Bed & Breakfasts

Fairview Bed & Breakfast
Winridge Bed & Breakfast
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Lazy Days Winery
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Hiking and Biking

Appalachian Trail
George Washington National Forest
The Blue Ridge Parkway
Virginia Blue Ridge Railway Trail
James River Heritage Trail
Sweet Briar College Trails
Rutledge Creek Bike Trail
Mount Pleasant Scenic Area
James River Foot Bridge/
Appalachian Trail
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Canoeing and Kayaking

James River Adventures30

Parks, Lakes & Trails

Mill Creek Lake
Stonehouse Lake Park
Thrashers Lake Park
Monacan Park
Coolwell Park
Riveredge Park
ATV Trails
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Amherst County Museum  
and Historical Society

The exhibits provide glimpses of the County’s culture reaching 
back to its earliest days. 

154 S. Main St., Amherst, VA 
(434) 946-9068 
amherstcountymuseum.org

Monacan Indian Museum 

Gives the viewers new insights into the experience of this 
indigenous nation. The site includes a century-old Indian 
Mission church and an original log cabin school house used by 
the tribe until the 1960s. 

2009 Kenmore Rd., Amherst, VA 
(434) 946-5391 
monacannation.com/ancestral-museum 
mnationmuseum@gmail.com

Second Stage | Amherst

Second Stage is a center for creativity and community in 
Amherst, providing workshops and events focused on the arts.

194 2nd St., Amherst, VA 24521 
(434) 941-0997 
secondstageamherst.org

Art Galleries at Sweet Briar College

Pannell Gallery – Monday-Thursday 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., 
Friday 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., Sunday 1:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.

Babcock and Benedict Galleries –  
Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Free admission. For tours and event scheduling, please call 
(434) 381-6248  
or email klawson@sbc.edu

Cultural AttractionsCultural Attractions

AMHERST COUNTY MUSEUM  
AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ATV Trails: 
South Pedlar ATV Trails – Strap on 
your helmet and hang on 
tight for a more than 20 
miles of ATV trails that will 
put both man and machine 
to the test. For more 
information, contact the 
Forest Service at 
(540) 291-2188


